CHAPTEE  VIII.

FIRST YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC LIFE AT HOME.

WE return to Murchison's career. He had now fairly
resolved to cast in his lot with the men of science. Bringing
his wife with him from Nursted, he came up to London, and
rented the house No. 1 Montague Place, Montague Square.
There, settling down to a much more serious employment
than any he had yet. undertaken, he entered upon his new
life full of ardour and hope.

" If in the last years of my fox-hunting," he says, " I
began to sniff up a little scientific knowledge, and showed a
willingness to turn my former rambles among the Alps and
Apennines to some profit, it was only in the winter of 1824
that I buckled resolutely to the study of chemistry and the
cognate subjects by attending Brande's early morning lectures
at the Eoyal Institution. This I did by the advice of Sir H.
Davy as a necessary preliminary. From this moment, all
horses except a pair for my wife's carriage being dismissed,
I got quite into another and to me an entirely new phase
of society. My note-books chiefly refer, however, to the
geological lectures, and before the spring came I becamed keeping them in order, not with the
